Help for if your
original audio is
WAV format or
sounds unusual
when trying to edit.

Audacity: File Tips for Format & Quality

Please review these steps so that your audio files are formatted properly.

1. Convert the file to WAV (.wav) using Switch. Switch is a free program; you can download it here:
http://www.nch.com.au/switch/

2. In Audacity, BEFORE you open the WAV file, check and SET the Preferences.

3. Make the QUALITY settings match these:

A e T ETETENEES

Audio 10 Huality l File Fnrmats] Spectrngrams] Directariez | Interface Ke_l,ll:u:uaru:l] Muuse]

Default Sample Rate: |44100Hz »| |

Default Sample Format: | 16-bit -

Real-time zample rate converter: |Fast Sinc Interpolation j

High-quality zample rate corverter; |High-qualit_l,l Sinc Interpnlatinnﬂ

Real-time dither: |N|:une vl
High-guality dither: hd
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These are the same QUALITY settings in another version of Audacity:

G ETETENGE S|

- fudin TjO
¥ oalicy
- Import | Export
- Inkerface

- Spectrograms

- Direckaries

- Smart Recarding
- Theme

- Keyboard

- Mause

Sampling

Default Sample Rate: |441IZID Hz

| 44100 |

Default Sample Format: | 16-bit

Canyersion

Sample R.ate Converter

Dither

Real-time: |Fast Sinc Interpolation

|N0ne

High-qualitsy: |High—quality Sinc Interpolation

|Triangle

[ o

J[ Cancel J

4. Check the MP3 export BIT RATE (under FILE FORMATS):

SIS I8 2

Audiol.-"[ll Cuality  File Formats ISpectngramsI Directanies | Interface Ke_l,ll:uoardl Mousel

—%hen importing uncomprezsed audio files into Audacity

" Make a copy of the file before editing [zafer]
' Fead directly fram the original file [faster]

— Uncomprezsed Export Format

[/ (Microsoft 16 bit PCM)

[~

WA [Microzoft], Signed 16 bit PCH

—0GG Export Setup

OGG Qualty: | 5 0 I 10
—MP3 Export Setup
MP3 Libran Wersion:  LAME +3.97 Find Library |
Bit Rate: 9% -
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Your version may look like this:

AadaGtETETETENGES:

Sudio IO MP3 Export Library FFmpeg Import/Export Library
Cuality MP3 Library VYersion: LAME 3.958.2 FFmpeq Library Yersion: FFmpeq library nok Faund
i:;?;;i;mort MP3 Library: FFmpeg Library:
Spectrograms LAME MP3 Library: FFrpeg Library:
Directories
Smart Recording | Mote: Export quality options can be chosen by clicking the Qptions button in the Export dialog,
Therme
kevboard ‘When imporking audio files
Mouse (*)Make a copy of uncompressed audio files before editing (safer)

() Read uncompressed audio files directly From the ariginal (Faster)

[[IMormalize all tracks in project

hen saving a project that depends on other audio files

(#) Always copy all audio inta project (safesk)

C' Do not copy any audio

() Ask user

hen exporting tracks to an audio file

(%) Always mix all kracks down ko Stereo or Mona channel(s),

(3 Use custom mix (for example to export a 5.1 multichannel file)

Show Metadata Editor prior to export step

814 ] [ Cancel

audio IfC Eehaviors Display range minimum: mekers and “Waveform {dB)'
Quality Update display while playing (") -36 dB (shallow range for high-amplitude editing)
Impart | Expart Closing last window quits Audacity () -48 dB (PCM range of 8 bit samplas)
Interface Enable dragaing of left and right selection edges () -60 dB (PCM range of 10 bit samples)
Spectrograms [JErgonomic order of audio Ifc buttons (%) 96 dB (PCM range of 16 bit samples)
Directuries i []automatically fit tracks vertically zoomed ("y-120 dB {approximate limit of human hearing)
::::jemrdmg [J"Move track Focus" cycles repeatedly through tracks (7)-145 dB ¢{PCM range of 24 bit samples)
Keyboard Editing a clip -CEII-W mov?e Dth-er clips Default Yiew Mads
hless Select all audio in project, if none selected e

5. Finally, and VERY IMPORTANT, check the Project Rate at the bottom left corner of the Audacity
window! It should read “44100.” To change it, click it (a menu will open).

Project rate: 44100 Cursor: 000,

Froject Rate (Hz): Seld

44100 snap To[] 00|

6. Now, and only now, can you open the WAV file in Audacity.

Your finished MP3 output file needs to be 44.1 KHz, 16-bit, mono.
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